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INTRODUCTION

Handmade cards add a personal touch to any
occasion. Whether you're making greeting
cards for birthdays, holidays, or just because,
learning different folding techniques can take
your designs to the next level. This book
covers 10 unique card folds, from simple to
advanced, with step-by-step instructions.

TOOLS AND
MATERIALS

e Cardstock - Heavyweight paper for
durability

e Cricut Machine (optional) - For precision
cutting and scoring

e Scoring Board or Bone Folder - For clean,
crisp folds

e Adhesive - Glue, double-sided tape, or
foam squares

e Decorations - Stamps, die-cuts, stickers,
and embellishments

e Ruler and Pencil - For measuring folds
accurately
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1. The Classic Half-Fold (Single Fold)
Description: This is the simplest and most common card fold,
creating a standard greeting card shape.
Steps:
1.Cut a piece of cardstock to 8.5" x 11" (or desired size).
2.Score and fold the card in half widthwise (so the finished size
is 55" x 8.5").
3.Use a bone folder to press the crease for a crisp finish.
4.Decorate the front with die-cuts, stickers, or stamps.
Best Used For:
e General greeting cards
e |nvitations
e Thank you cards
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2. The Gate Fold

Description: The card opens like two doors, making it unique and
interactive.

Steps:
1.Cut cardstock to 8.5" x 5.5",

2.Score at 2.125" from each side to create two equal front
panels.

3.Fold both sides inward to meet in the center.

4.Secure embellishments along the edges, ensuring the card
can still open.

Best Used For:
e Wedding invitations
e Fancy birthday cards
e Special announcements
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3. The Z-Fold

Description: A dynamic three-panel fold that gives a layered look
when opened.

Steps:
1.Cut cardstock to 8.5" x 5.5".
2.Score at 2.75" and 5.5".
3.Fold the first section forward and the second section
backward, forming a "Z" shape.
4.Add decorative elements to each section.

Best Used For:
e Interactive cards
e Layered scene designs
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4. The Accordion Fold

Description: A multi-panel card perfect for storytelling or step-
by-step messages.

Steps:
1.Cut cardstock to 12" x 5.5".
2.Score at 3", 6", and 9".

3.Fold the card in an alternating mountain-valley pattern.
4.Decorate each panel with individual designs or text.

Best Used For:

e Mini storybooks
e Step-by-step surprise reveals
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5. The Easel Card

Description: A self-standing card that works as a decorative
piece.

Steps:

1.Cut a 4.25" x 11" piece of cardstock.

2.Score at 5.5" and 8.25".

3.Fold along the scores, with the 8.25" fold creating a ledge.

4.Attach a separate 4.25" x 5.5" panel to the lower half of the
front fold.

5.Decorate and add a stopper (a raised element like a button or
die-cut).

Best Used For:
e Display-style greeting cards
e Desk reminders or calendars
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6. The Pop-Up Fold

Description: A hidden feature inside the card that appears when
opened.

Steps:

1.Cut a base card measuring 5.5" x 8.5" and fold in half.
2.Cut two parallel slits on the fold inside the card.
3.Push the cut section inward to create a pop-up tab.
4.Attach a decorative cutout or message to the tab.
5.Decorate the outside and inside for a cohesive design.

Best Used For:
e Birthday surprises
e Holiday cards with interactive elements




CHAPTER 2 - INTERMEDIATE
/ CARD FOLDS

7. The Twist & Pop Card

Description: This card has a twisting mechanism that reveals a
series of panels when opened.

Steps:

1.Cut a base card at 5.5" x 8.5" and score at 4.25".

2.Create a twisting mechanism with a 3" x 8" piece, scoring at
2", 4" and 6",

3.Cut and score a 10" x 3.5" strip to create the pop-up panel.

4, Attach the twisting mechanism and secure the pop-up strip.

5.Decorate with images and sentiments for a stunning reveal.

Best Used For:
e Surprise reveals
e Photo album-style cards
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8. The Tunnel Card
Description: A layered 3D card that creates depth and dimension.
Steps:

1.Cut two panels at 5.5" x 8.5" for the front and back.

2.Cut a window into the front panel using a die-cut or craft
knife.

3.Create accordion side panels by scoring two strips at 0.5"
intervals.

4.Attach the side panels to the front and back panels, leaving
space between.

5.Decorate with layers to enhance the tunnel effect.

Best Used For:
e Scenic landscapes
e Holiday or seasonal themes
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9. The Explosion Fold
Description: The card bursts open when unfolded, creating a
dynamic and surprising effect.

Steps:

1.Cut a square piece of cardstock, typically 8" x 8" or 10" x 10".

2.Score and fold the paper diagonally from both corners to
create an "X" shape.

3.Score and fold horizontally and vertically to create a "+"
shape.

4.Fold the diagonal lines inward so the card collapses into a
smaller square.

5.Attach the folded explosion section to a card base (5.5" x 5.5")
using adhesive.

6.Decorate the panels with messages, die-cuts, or
embellishments.

7.When the card is opened, it will "explode"” outward, revealing
the design.

Best Used For:
e Surprise messages
e Special occasion reveals
e |nteractive invitations
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10. The Shadow Box Fold

Description: A sturdy, 3D frame-style card that adds depth and
dimension to your design.

Steps:
1.Cut two pieces of cardstock to 6" x 8" for the front and back
panels.
2 2.Score both pieces 1/2" and 1" from each side to create depth.
3.Cut a window in the front panel using a Cricut or craft knife.
% 4.Fold along the scored lines to create box-like edges.
5.Attach the front and back panels together along the folded
edges using adhesive.
6.Insert layered die-cuts, images, or embellishments inside the
shadow box frame.

\ Best Used For:
o Keepsake or display cards
e Scenic and nature-themed designs
e Holiday and seasonal greeting cards
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How to Personalize Designs Using Cricut

Use Cricut Design Space to cut intricate patterns.

Add vinyl lettering for a professional touch.

Embellishing Techniques for Depth and Texture

Layering: Use foam tape to add dimension.

Ink Blending: Create soft color transitions using distress inks.

Choosing the Right Envelope

Flat-Fold Cards: Standard envelopes work well.

Dimensional Cards: Use padded or expandable envelopes.




JOIN OUR EXCLUSIVE
MEMBERSHIP!

Want to take your crafting skills to the next level? Join our
Creative Crafters Membership today and enjoy a FREE 30-day
FREE triall Get access to exclusive tutorials, live workshops,
design templates, and a vibrant community of crafters just
like you. Don't miss out on this opportunity to learn, create,
and connect. Sign up today and start crafting with confidence!

CONGRATS!

Congratulations! You’ve learned 10 creative card folds.
Experiment with different sizes, themes, and
embellishments to make them your own.

Happy Crafting!
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